
 

 

 
South Fork Wind to Build the First-Ever American-Made Offshore Wind 

Substation, Creating Jobs Across Three U.S. States 
Offshore wind substation will be built at Kiewit’s Texas facility;  

New York union workers will support installation off Long Island coast   
 
August 25, 2021 – In a major milestone for the growth of the U.S. offshore wind supply 
chain, offshore wind joint development partners Ørsted and Eversource announced 
today the commencement of the first American-built offshore wind substation, which 
will be deployed at the developers’ South Fork Wind project serving New York’s Long 
Island. 
 
Ørsted and Eversource have selected Kiewit Offshore Services, Ltd. (Kiewit), the 
largest offshore fabricator in the U.S., to design and build the substation for the 132-
megawatt South Fork Wind project – New York’s first offshore wind farm. The 1,500-
ton, 60-foot-tall substation will be built at Kiewit’s facility in Ingleside, Texas, near 
Corpus Christi. 
 
More than 350 workers across three states will support this South Fork Wind structure. 
The fabrication workers in Ingleside will be supported by teams in Houston and 
Kansas. In addition, hundreds of union workers in the Northeast will support the South 
Fork Wind project and additional initiatives in the region.  
 
In selecting Kiewit, Ørsted, along with Eversource, continues to lead in building the 
U.S. offshore wind supply chain and is the first U.S. offshore wind developer to select 
an American contractor to fabricate a wind farm’s offshore substation. 
 
“We’re helping to build a new U.S. manufacturing industry that will create thousands 
of good-paying jobs not just in the Northeast but in communities across the United 
States,” said David Hardy, Chief Executive Officer of Ørsted Offshore North America. 
“We’re proud to partner with Kiewit to deliver the first American-made offshore wind 
substation. This initiative is part of our commitment to deliver for our long-term 
partners, combining international experience with local expertise in communities 
across the country.” 
 
"Achieving our nation's clean energy goals will be largely dependent on U.S.-based 
companies like Kiewit, and we are excited to partner with them to deliver the first 
U.S.-made offshore wind substation," Joe Nolan, Chief Executive Officer and 
President of Eversource Energy. "Our partnership with Kiewit marks another significant 
milestone for the U.S. offshore wind industry and signals the growth of the next great 
maritime industry throughout the country. We are committed to creating a clean 
energy future and fostering opportunities for all Americans." 
 
Offshore wind substations are critical components of utility-scale offshore wind farms. 
Substations collect the power produced by wind turbines and connect the clean 
energy to the grid. The offshore substation will consist of a topside resting on a mono-
pile foundation.  
 



 

 

 

“The production of clean energy is at a pivotal stage in the U.S., and offshore wind, 
such as the South Fork Wind project, plays a very important role,” said Paul 
Geldmeier, who leads Kiewit’s offshore wind power work as Executive Vice President, 
Kiewit Energy. “We are proud to contribute our engineering and construction 
expertise and experience to this industry-first project.” 
 
Kiewit expects to begin construction on the substation in November and complete 
the work by spring 2023, before transiting the substation across the Gulf of Mexico 
and up the East Coast for installation at the South Fork Wind site in the summer of 
2023. 
 
South Fork Wind continues to advance steadily through the federal permitting 
process, with the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management issuing the project’s final 
Environmental Impact Statement on August 16. South Fork Wind remains on-track to 
be fully permitted in early 2022, with construction activities ramping up soon after 
and the project producing clean energy by the end of 2023.  
 
 
About Ørsted Offshore North America 
The Ørsted vision is a world that runs entirely on green energy. Ørsted ranks as the world’s 
most sustainable energy company in Corporate Knights’ 2021 Global 100 index of the most 
sustainable corporations and is recognized on the CDP Climate Change A List as a global 
leader on climate action. 
 
In the United States, Ørsted operates the Block Island Wind Farm, America’s first offshore wind 
farm, and constructed the two-turbine Coastal Virginia Offshore Wind pilot project – the first 
turbines to be installed in federal waters.  Ørsted has secured over 4,000 MW of additional 
capacity through six projects in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic. Ørsted Offshore’s North 
American business is jointly headquartered in Boston, Massachusetts and Providence, Rhode 
Island and employs more than 150 people. To learn more visit us.orsted.com or follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter (@OrstedUS). 
 
About Eversource 
Eversource (NYSE: ES) transmits and delivers electricity and natural gas and supplies water to 
approximately 4.3 million customers in Connecticut, Massachusetts and New Hampshire. 
Celebrated as a national leader for its corporate citizenship, Eversource is the #1 energy 
company in Newsweek’s list of America’s Most Responsible Companies for 2021 and 
recognized as one of America’s Most JUST Companies. The #1 energy efficiency provider in 
the nation, Eversource harnesses the commitment of approximately 9,300 employees across 
three states to build a single, united company around the mission of safely delivering reliable 
energy and water with superior customer service. The company is empowering a clean 
energy future in the Northeast, with nationally recognized energy efficiency solutions and 
successful programs to integrate new clean energy resources like solar, offshore wind, electric 
vehicles and battery storage, into the electric system. For more information, please visit 
eversource.com, and follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn. For more 
information on our water services, visit aquarionwater.com. 
 
About Kiewit 
Kiewit is one of North America’s largest and most respected construction and engineering 
organizations. With its roots dating back to 1884, the employee-owned organization operates 
through a network of subsidiaries in the United States, Canada, and Mexico. Kiewit offers 
construction and engineering services in a variety of markets including transportation; oil, gas 



 

 

 

and chemical; power; building; water/wastewater; industrial; and mining. Kiewit had 2020 
revenues of $12.5 billion and employs 27,000 staff and craft employees. 
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